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P.J. Fleck 

 
P.J. Fleck was named head football coach at Minnesota on January 6, 2017. Fleck, 39, 

is the 30th head coach in the program’s history. He has a career record of 53-37 and is 

23-15 at Minnesota.  

 

In 2019, Fleck led Minnesota to unprecedented heights as the Gophers won 11 games 

for the first time since 1904. Minnesota also won seven Big Ten games for the first time in 

school history, beat two top-10 teams, won a Jan. 1 bowl game and ended the season 

ranked No. 10. 

 

Fleck was voted Big Ten Coach of the Year by his fellow conference head coaches 

and was named AFCA Region 3 Coach of the Year. He was also named a finalist for 

the George Munger Award, Dodd Trophy, Eddie Robinson Award, Bear Bryant Award 

and AFCA National Coach of the Year. 

 

Off the field, Fleck and his team can often be found at the University of Minnesota 

Masonic Children's Hospital and annually host a diaper drive during training camp and 

a turkey drive during Thanksgiving to give back to the community. Minnesota has also 

hosted canned food drive and school supplies drive under Fleck. In the classroom, 

Minnesota has posted program record GPAs under Fleck, which included a school 

record 3.21 in the 2019 fall semester.  

 

Fleck came to Minnesota after spending four years as the head coach at Western 

Michigan, where he was 30-22 overall and 21-11 in the Mid-American Conference. 

While leading the Broncos, Fleck authored one of the most memorable turnarounds in 

college football history. The Broncos were 1-11 in his first year in 2013, but ended the 

2016 season with a No. 12 ranking, a 13-1 record, a conference championship and a 

berth in the Cotton Bowl.  

 

Fleck was named MAC Coach of the Year in 2014 and 2016 and in 2016 he the Broncos 

to their first MAC Championship since 1988.  

 

Earning FBS Region 3 Coach of the Year from the American Football Coaches 

Association, Fleck was also named a finalist for the Eddie Robinson Award and the 

George Munger Award after Western Michigan became the first team in MAC history to 

win each of its eight league games by 14 or more points.  
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Prior to his time at Western Michigan, Fleck served as the wide receivers coach for the 

NFL's Tampa Bay Buccaneers in 2012 and coached the receivers at Rutgers from 2010-

11. He coached receivers and was the recruiting coordinator at Northern Illinois in 2009 

and tutored the receivers for the Huskies from 2007-08. Fleck's coaching career began 

at Ohio State as a graduate assistant in 2006.  

 

Fleck played receiver at Northern Illinois from 1999-2003 and helped lead the Huskies to 

a No. 10 ranking, a 10-2 record and wins against Maryland, Alabama and Iowa State in 

his final season. He ranks in the top five in Northern Illinois history in career receptions 

(179) and receiving yards (2,162). Fleck holds the school record for punt returns (87) and 

ranks second in punt return yards (716). He earned First Team All-Mid-American 

Conference in 2003 and was named Academic All-MAC and Second Team CoSIDA 

Academic All-American. He graduated in 2004 with a bachelor's degree in elementary 

education.  

 

Fleck played the 2004-05 seasons with the NFL's San Francisco 49ers. He signed with the 

49ers as a free agent in 2004 and spent most of his time on the practice squad before 

seeing action against New England late in the season. He spent the 2005 season on the 

injured reserve roster and in 2006 he stopped playing professionally and started his 

coaching career.  

 

Fleck and Michigan’s Jim Harbaugh are the only Power Five conference coaches who 

both played and coached in the NFL. Fleck, Harbaugh and East Carolina’s Scottie 

Montgomery are the only coaches in the FBS who have played and coached in the 

NFL.  
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