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BUILDING ASSETS, REDUCING RISKS

  
Section 1:  
Building a Connected Community

Purpose

•	 To provide an opportunity for participants and the 

facilitator to develop relationships

•	 To build conversation skills

Instructions

1.	 Explain the exercise and its purpose to the participants 

by saying: 

	 Today we are going to get a chance to talk to a partner and 
share some fun information about ourselves.

2.	 Say: 

	 Sometimes when we go to new places, we do not always 
recognize and know other people in that space.

3.	 Share with the participants some examples of when you, 

the facilitator, did not know or recognize other people  

(for example, when entering a room for a birthday party  

or starting a new team or class).

4.	 Say: 

	 When I was in these situations, it was helpful to have some 
ideas of things I could talk about when I met someone for  
the first time.

5.	 Say: 

	 Today you will get the chance to practice talking with another 
person you may not know well.

6.	 Read through a few examples of the different types of 

questions on the Conversation Dice Questions handout. 

7.	 Say: 

	 You will get a chance to talk about your answers to some of 
these questions, but we will save some questions to talk about 
at another time.

  TIME NEEDED

•	 30 minutes

  ASSET CATEGORIES

•	 Social Competencies

•	 Support

  MATERIALS NEEDED

•	 One die 

•	 Conversation Dice 
Questions handout

  PREPARATION NEEDED

•	 Gather the materials 
needed.

•	 Photocopy/print out the 
language-appropriate 
Conversation Dice 
Questions handout, one 
for the facilitator.
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	 8.	 Help the participants find a classmate whom they don’t 

know well by numbering off, picking name sticks, or 

some other random partner-choosing method that is used 

in your class. If you have an odd number of participants, 

have one group of three. Be sure you, the facilitator, 

participate in this activity as well.

	 9.	 When the participants are all partnered up, say: 

	 I am going to roll a die, and the number on the die will choose 
which question we will answer.

	10.	 Roll the die to choose which list on the handout you 

choose a question from. Roll the die again to choose 

which question in that list they will respond to.

	11.	 Read aloud to the participants the question selected.

	12.	 Tell the participants in each pair that whoever is taller 

will share first.

	13.	 Have the participants share with each other their 

answer to the question.

	14.	 Be sure to allow for equal time for both participants  

to share.

	15.	 Continue to roll the die to decide which question you will 

read next. If the die indicates a question the participants 

have already answered, roll the die again until it 

indicates a new question.

	16.	 Allow time for the pairs to ask and answer six to nine 

questions.

	17.	 Ask the participants if they found out new information 

about their partners.

	18.	 Allow time for participants to share one interesting  

fact they learned about their partner with the class,  

if both students feel comfortable doing so.
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Optional Follow-Up

This activity could be used several times throughout the 

school year. The facilitator needs only to be sure participants 

are paired with new partners each time.

Data-Gathering Ideas

•	 Who had a hard time coming up with answers to share 

with their partner?

•	 Who was not comfortable engaging in conversation with 

their partner?

•	 Were there any questions that were easier for participants 

to answer than others?

  NOTES
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Name _____________________________________________________________________________

Conversation Dice Questions

List 1
1. What is your favorite color?
2. Where is your favorite place to go?
3.  What do you like to do when you are not 

at school?
4.  Would you rather jump in a pool of noodles 

or a pool of pudding? Why?
5.  Would you rather go ice skating or roller 

skating? Why?
6. What was the last thing you ate?

List 3
1. What is your favorite food?
2. What is your favorite book?
3.  What is your favorite thing to do in school 

and why? 
4.  What is the name of a good friend, and how 

did you meet this friend? 
5.  What is the first thing you do after school?
6. What do you want to be when you grow up? 

List 5
1.  What is your favorite thing to drink 

and why?
2. What is your favorite dessert and why?
3.  What is your favorite meal of the day 

(breakfast, lunch, or dinner) and why?
4.  Are there any foods that you dislike or will 

not eat? Why? 
5.  What is your favorite restaurant and why?
6. What is your favorite pizza topping?

List 2
1. What would be your superpower? Why?
2.  What is your favorite day of the week? 

Why?
3.  If you could meet anyone in the world, 

who would it be and why?
4.  What do you like to do for fun?
5.  Do you prefer sunny days or rainy days? 
6. Would you rather be a fish or a bird?

List 4
1. What is your favorite kind of ice cream?
2.  Do you want to travel in space?
3.  If you could invent something, what would 

it be?
4.  Would you rather live on a mountain or 

a beach?
5.  Who is your favorite TV character? Why? 
6.  Would you rather go to the pool or the 

park? Why?

List 6
1. What is your favorite animal? Why?
2.  What is your favorite movie of all time? 

Why?
3.  If you could be any cartoon character, who 

would it be and why?
4.  What is your favorite TV show? Why?
5.  What pet do you have or would like to have?  
6.  What is your favorite thing to do at the 

playground?
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